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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 

Improvements in Vehicle Seat Construction: 

I, : FsAKitLror John Mqugan', of H.* W. Hellnian Building, 4th and Spripg 
Streets, Los Angeles, in the County of Los Angeles, ' and State of California, 
United States of America, Medical Practitioner, do hereby declare the .'nature 
of this invention and in what manner the same is to be performed, to be par- 
£ ticularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement: — 

This invention relates to an improvement on a known arrangement and form 
of body and seats, for vehicles in which provision is made for seating three 
persons in one transverse row of seats in such manner that the total width for 
comfortably seating three persons is less than the width required- when they are 
10 seated side by side m the usual manner. 

Tho invention involves the use of two side seats and a middle seat between the 
side seats projecting farther back than the side scats and is characterized by 
all said three scats being of uniform width at the front, the centre seat being 
parallel with the side seats until it reaches the back edges thereof x * where it 
15 bulges abruptly outwards and extends laterally behind the side scats. - 

The main object of the present invention is to provide improved means for 
separating the occupants of the several seats so as to prevent shifting or displace- 
ment of the persons while not interfering with the free movement of the upper 
part of the body. * "...'* 

20 . A further object of the invention i6 to provide in one form, a division, means 
for the above stated purpose, which will be inconspicuous and which will not 
interfere with the elbows of the occupants or otherwise interfere with. the com- 
fort of the occupants, or detract from the general attractiveness of . appearance 

of the seats. Other objects of the invention will appear hereinafter. . r 

2 i The accompanying drawings illustrate an embodiment of the invention, and 
referring- thereto ; .. v . 

Figure 1 is a plan of the vehicle body. ••- • • • 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section on line ar — .t 3 in Ffg.-l. - * . 

iFig. 3 is a side elevation of one of the division boards. § 
3.1 Fig. 4 is a horizontal section on line at — in Fig. 3. - • 

Fig. «5- is a view similar to Fig. 3; showing a modification-- . 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 2,. showing a further modification,. . 

The invention is particularly intended for use in connection with a motor 
driven vehicle, the body of such vehicle being indicated at .1/ said body 
35 being* : here shown as provided with front and rear seats, although it will be 
understood that the invention is applicable to vehicle bodies having any desired 
number of seats. * 

The construction is substantially the same for the front and rear seats, except 
for differences in shape of the rear portion of tho back member, and the follow- 
40 iupf description of tho construction for the front seat applies substantially to 
either front or rear seat. ..... 

The front seat is formed with two end -seat sections- 2 and an intermediate 
or middle seat section 3, said middle seat section being offset somfewhat-to the 
rear of the end sections 2 and the back for the seat being*, similarly formed 
[Price SVZ.] . • 
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with a middle portion 4 offset to the rear of the end portion 5 thereof. The seat 
sections 2 and 3 and the back sections 5 and 4 may be upholstered or padded 
in the usual or any other suitable manucr, and* the upholstering or padding is 
preferably formed so as to provide, a continuous padded surface between the 
end sections 5 and tho middle section 4, thereby providing a comfortable sup- 5 

Eort or back rest on all portions thereof. For this purpose the padding or up- 
olstering of the back ie rounded forward from the rear central portion 4 at each 
side thereof, as shown at 6 and extending divergently outward, forming it 
shoulder 7 which is rounded at its forward end as shown at 8, so us to merge 
into tho back section 5. The shoulder T for the recessed or reurwardly offset 10 
middle section 4 of the back serves as a shoulder rest for the person occupying 
the middle section while at the same time enabling free movement of his elbows 
and upper part of his body and- the rearward offset of this portion of the back 
with relation to the middle seat section and with relation to the corresponding 
seat portions at the end sections enables the person in the middle to sit far 15 
enough back <o bring his shoulders out of line with the shoulders of the person 
at cither side, so that each of the persons will have free movement of the upper 
part of tho body. In order, however, to provide for lateral support of the 
several persons, a division member is provided, engaging with tho lower portion 
or hips of the several persons, said division member consisting, for example, of 20 
the division board 10 secured in nny suitable manner in the back of the seat 
, and having its lower part extendiug forwardly as shown at 11, to project into 
the seating space at the rear portion of the seats, adjacent to the back and seat 
cushions. The hody of the division board 10 is concealed within the i>ndding of 
tho hack cushion and may be secured by any suitable means, for example, by 25 
nails or screws, to the posts or frame for the hack, indicated at 13. The lower 
])ortiou of said division board inaj' extend down to and rest on the seat bottom 14, 
this* portion of the division board extending between the several seat cushions 2 l 
and 3 l and projecting slightly above said seat cushions and forward of the back 
cushion in the angle between said seat and back cushion, so as to form a partial 30 
division between the several seats, adapted to engage with the hips of "the 
several persons, allowing free movement of tins elbows and leaving the forward 
portions of the seats clear and opeii for free movements the knees of the persons. 
In order to give greater comfort and more securely hold the several persons 
from lateral movement, the division members 10 are preferably curved, as shown, 35 
so as to extend inwardly toward the front and then forwardly "so that the division 
members on each side of the middle seat are forwardly convergent and the 
middle seat section is formed at its lower end with a lateral projection or enlarge* 
ment, extending into the enlarged space between the rear portions of the division 
members, so that more room is thereby provided for the hips of the person 40 
occupying the .middle section, while at the same time, more room is also pro- 
vided for the hips of the person occupying the end section on account of the 
forward convergence of the division members. The hack seat sections 2 and 3 
are formed similar to the front seat sections 2 and 3 and the front surface of the 
padding for the back of the rear section or rear seat is similar to that above 45 
described for the front seat. In order, however, to provide a desirable finish 
at back of the vehicle, the outside wall 15 of the rear seat may be formed 
straight or without following the curves of the forward surface. The division 
board is formed in this case in its exposed and opera tive portions substantially 
as above described, but is extended far enough to the rear to conform to the 50 
eh ape of the frame for the rear seat. 

In the form shown in Pig. 5 a metal strap or rod 16 is attached to tho division 
board 10 l , tho latter having its front portiou cut away. The rod 16 takes the 
place of the front edge of the cut away part. 

The division boards 10, while advantageous are not absolutely essential, as 55 
the raised position of the center seat. affords side walls or abutments for the 
adjoining side seats, so that a person, sitting in either 6ide seat will be helfl front 
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shifting sideways l>y the raised portion of tlie center seat. It in to be observed 
that while iu the present instance I have shown the upper surfaces of the 
cushions inclined and that thereby the higher front portion of the center seat 
is opposite the lower rear portions of the side seats, thus forming the abutment 
5 -before referred to, that the abutment need not necessarily be secured in. this 
manner with the surface of the seats inclined. 

In Fig. G I have shown a modification in which the division 1 wards 10 have 
been omitted and I have also shown the front scats inclined, as in the previous 
form, and providing the abutment, and have shown the rear seats 2 U , 3 U with 
10 level surfaces, the center seat being raised above the side seats, thereby forming 
the abutment. 

Having now particularly described and ascertained the nature. of my said 
invention, and in what manner the same is to be performed, 1 declare that 
what I claim is; — 

15 1. A seat construction for vehicles comprising two side seats -qncL a middle 
seat between the side seats' projecting further back than the side seats, char* 
notorized by said three seats having a uniform width at tiie front aud the centre 
seat beiug parallel with the side seats until it reaches the back edges thereof, 
where it bulges abruptly outwards and extends laterally behind the side seats. 

20 2. A seating construction for vehicles having parts arranged, combined and 
adapted for \ise substantially as hereinbefore specified. 

Dated this 29th day of. October, 1013. 

UEBBEltT 11 ADD AN & Co., 
Agents for Applicant, 
25 31 & 82, Bedford Street, Strand, W.C., London.. 
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